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For Immediate Release

“Growin’ Out of Gospel” Celebration                                      Set for California African American Museum

Los Angeles, CA – An 11 a.m. drum call will open “Growin’ Out of Gospel: A Musical Celebration!” Sunday, June 5, in the plaza of the California African American Museum, 600 State Drive in Exposition Park.  The day rounds out with quilt making demonstrations, gospel sounds, dance performances, storytelling, an African Marketplace and the screening of “Say Amen, Somebody.”


“We’re excited to offer the community free, first-Sunday events that tell our stories, share our history and give everyone a chance to experience our art,” says CAAM Executive Director Charmaine Jefferson.  “Target Corporation has generously supported these 2005 Target Sunday outreach events.”

Legends Thomas Dorsey and Willie May Ford are featured in the 1984 documentary film, “Say Amen, Somebody,” which will be screened at noon and 2 p.m. and carries the theme for the day – that all soul music and rhythm and blues spring from the roots of gospel music.

The Lula Washington Youth Dance Ensemble will celebrate gospel music at 1:30, followed by Renaissance, an acappella, doo-wop group that will explore the gospel sounds of the male quartet.

The cast of “Purlie,” which is being revived at the Pasadena Playhouse this summer, will perform more gospel.  Gregory Jones & Ministry will close the day’s celebration, performing soul-stirring songs from their critically acclaimed CD “From Trials to Ministry.”

“Greg is the minister of music at the First African Methodist Episcopal church and we’re fortunate to have this gifted musician for Target Sunday,” says program curator Charles Reese.

Target Sundays at CAAM continue through this summer, with violinist extraordinaire Karen Briggs highlighting the museum stage on July 3rd.  For more information, call 213.744.2132, or visit www.caamuseum.org.                             
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