Epps at CAAM

2-2-2-2

[image: image1.jpg]CALIFORNIA AFRICAN AMERICAN MUSEUM





Media Contact:

Anita Bennett

c/o Young Communications Group, Inc.

213.738.9240, ext. 202 or cell: 213.304.2463

abennett@youngcomms.com
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Pasadena Playhouse Artistic Director to Speak at CAAM

Sheldon Epps, artistic director of the famed Pasadena Playhouse, will be the guest of  “Conversations @ CAAM” at the California African American Museum on Saturday, September 8, at 1:00 pm.  Epps, one of the few African-American artistic directors for a major American theater, is the recent recipient of a $125,000 James Irvine Foundation award for his successes in bringing diversity to the Playhouse. 


Acclaimed and celebrated for a long and successful career, Epps has directed plays and musicals on many of the world’s most respected stages, including that of the Guthrie, the Old Globe, and Circle in The Square theaters.  Blues in the Night, which he conceived and directed, was nominated for a Tony Award in New York. It ran for more than a year in New York and in London’s West End.  He also conceived and directed the Duke Ellington musical Play On!, which received three Tony Award nominations. His television directorial credits include episodes of Frasier, Friends, and Everybody Loves Raymond.   For five seasons he was produce/director for the hit series Girlfriends.


Currently a member of the executive board of the Society of Stage Directors and Choreographers, Epps is a two-time recipient of the Theatre Communications Group/Pew Charitable Trust National Theatre Artists Residency Grant.  Epps joined Pasadena Playhouse as 

--more--

artistic director in 1997.  Under his leadership, the Playhouse has again become one of the premiere theatres in the country. The Playhouse has a reputation for outstanding productions that distinguish themselves in their artistic excellence and theatrical diversity.

 
CAAM History Council member Karani Marcia Leslie will interview Epps.  A videotape editor for the co-ordination department of CBS, Leslie is the author of the prize-winning play, The Trial of One Short-sighted Black Woman vs. Mammy Louise and Safreeta Mae.   Currently, she is collaborating on a short documentary on the mixed–raced settlers of Los Angeles who journeyed from Culiacan, Sinaloa, Mexico.

“Conversations @ CAAM” is a series of question and answer conversations with distinguished members of the community who have compelling stories to tell.  The bi-monthly series is free and open to the public, although seating is limited and reservations are encouraged at 213-744-2056.  The museum is located at 600 State Drive, Exposition Park.  For more information, call 213-744-7432 or visit the museum’s Web site at www.caamuseum.org. 
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