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California African American Museum Celebrates 

The 35th anniversary of Wattstax Concert with a CAAM/STAX Block Party

Los Angeles, August 17, 2007—The September 2 Target Sundays @ CAAM promises to be a music filled, fabulous, fun fest celebrating the Wattstax concert of 35 years ago. That seven-hour show in August 1972 packed the Los Angeles Coliseum with 100,000 people who were affirming life by enjoying the performances of almost every one of the Stax Records artists. This month, Target Sundays @ CAAM is a gigantic block party that starts at 11:00 am when museum galleries open and craft workshops begin. Co-hosts actor JefferyAnderson Gunther and former Stax recording artist Roz Ryon kick off the live portion of the program at 1:00 pm. 


This CAAM Stax block party brings back the sounds and spirit of the early 70’s and includes a roller skating (bring your own or rent our four-wheelers) competition with prizes; Marcus Miller’s drum workshop; Sovory, a new hot band led by two brothers, Allen and the younger “G;” and Stax Records artist N’Dambi, a sultry voiced storyteller who is about to release her new album on the rejuvenated Stax Records label (Concord Music Group).  Open skating begins at 11:00 am and the skating competition starts at 2:00 pm. 

Come early and stay late to view “Wattstax: I am Somebody!” a touring photo exhibit of the 1972 concert from the Stax Museum of American Soul Music in Memphis,Tennessee. Also on view are two other exhibitions: Between Two Worlds: The Alitash Kebede Collection and CAAM’s permanent collection, The African American Journey West.  You also can check out an arts and crafts marketplace with handcrafted items for sale and grab lunch at one of the numerous food vendors offering a delicious array of dishes.  Sunday hours are 11:00 am to 5:00 pm. Galleries, workshops and entertainment are free. Parking in the adjacent lot at 39th and Figueroa Streets is $6.00 all day. For more information, visit caamuseum.org or call 213.744.7432.
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