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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

California African American Museum at State Fair in Sacramento

Los Angeles, August 22, 2007—The California African American Museum (CAAM), located in Los Angeles, is participating in the California State Fair, this year, for the first time in its 30-year history. The State Fair at the Cal Expo in Sacramento, which opened on August 17, runs through Monday, September 3, and some one million people are expected to visit this year and have the opportunity to learn more about the state’s only African American museum.


Established by the State legislature in 1977, CAAM initially was housed in the California Museum of Science and Industry (now the California Science Center) in Exposition Park, just south of downtown Los Angeles. Still located in the park, CAAM moved into its own building in 1984, just as the Olympic Games were getting underway in Los Angeles. The facility is dedicated to collecting, maintaining and preserving African American art, history and culture for public enrichment. Since its opening, the museum has collected art, artifacts, films, books and documents that are relevant to African Americans and particularly relate to the African American journey from the West Coast of Africa to California and the western United States. 

--more--


The CAAM exhibit at the State Fair documents the history of the exhibitions and programs that have been presented by the museum during its history. This exhibit was on display outside the Governor’s Office Suite in the State Capitol during Black History Month in February. 


In addition to the permanent exhibition, The African American Journey West, CAAM creates rotating exhibitions drawn from its collection of more than 3,500 items. It also presents traveling exhibitions with other museums and facilities throughout the country, bringing important exhibitions to the West Coast that otherwise might not be seen in California. The CAAM holdings include one of the premiere collections of work by California visual artists of the 60s and 70s. 


The facility holds discussion groups, presents films, hosts conversations with leading African American artists, art collectors, business and philanthropic leaders and presents workshops  for  youngsters and adults. Additionally, it presents music, entertainment and lively activities, along with an Africa American crafts market place on the first Sunday of the month during Target Sundays@ CAAM.


The museum occupies a 44,000 sq. ft space with three full size exhibition galleries, a theatre gallery, 14,000 sq. ft. Sculpture Court, conference room, an archive and research library, administrative space and limited artifact storage areas. This State museum is located at 600 State Drive in Exposition Park, Los Angeles.  Admission to the museum is free with on-site parking available for $6.00 per vehicle.  Closed Monday, CAAM is open Tuesday through Saturday, from 10:00am to 5:00pm and Sunday, from 11:00am to 5:00pm. 
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