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ETHNICALLY DIVERSE GROUP OF AUTHORS AND CELEBRITY KIDS COME TOGETHER TO EXCITE CHILDREN OF ALL AGES ON STORIES, WRITING AND BOOKMAKING

Program To Be Held in Conjunction with National Children’s Book Week


LOS ANGELES – (October 20, 2004) – A bevy of renowned children’s book authors and illustrators will come together to promote the joy of reading and writing at a free program created by the California African American Museum (CAAM) and sponsored by Mervyn’s on Saturday, November 20, 2004, from 1-4pm.   The program, entitled “Ears are Burning, Children are Learning,” now in its third year, is specially created to celebrate National Children’s Book Week, November 15-21, 2004.  The activities are designed for the entire family, young and old alike.  Celebrity children actors Noah Gray Cabey (My Wife and Kids), Kyle Massey (That’s So Raven), Aree Davis (The Haunted Mansion),  Dee Dee Davis (The Bernie Mac Show) and Christopher Massey (The Lion King) are all slated to appear at the event.  


On Saturday, November 20, CAAM will host an afternoon of storytelling, beginning at 1:00 pm.  Children will get hands-on experience writing and illustrating their own books, with author/illustrator Dolores Johnson, transforming books to create art with artist Elliott Pinkney, learning drawing techniques with illustrator Kadir Nelson, or creating poetry with educator Joyce Clark.  In addition published authors/illustrators such as Brenda Roberts, Phillip Hart, Georgette Baker, Kadir Nelson and Dolores Johnson will read their own stories out-loud and discuss with children what inspires them to write. 

Literacy and education have been paramount to the message of the California African American Museum.  The program held in 2003 drew over 650 children from the Los Angeles community.  

Participants in this year’s program include:

Dolores Johnson, author/illustrator was born in New Britain, Connecticut, the third of three children. Within a year of graduating from college, Ms. Johnson moved to Los Angeles, where few jobs were available for sculpture majors.  Frustrated that she couldn’t use her creative training at work, she began making pottery at home, stained glass windows, and then moved to painting and writing until a friend suggested that she pursue the writing and illustration of children’s books. She was awarded a contract to illustrate her first book in 1989, Jenny, written by Beth P. Wilson. She has continued to write and/or illustrate sixteen other books, including, What Will Mommy Do When I’m at School?, What Kind of Baby-Sitter Is This?, Your Dad Was Just Like You, Grandma’s Hands, My Mom Is My Show-and-Tell, We Play Music, (books about contemporary children and their worlds); Now Let Me Fly: The Story of A Slave Family, Seminole Diary: Remembrances of A Slave (period fiction); and The Children’s Book of Kwanzaa, and Bessie Coleman: She Dared to Fly (non-fiction).


 Georgette Baker is a certified teacher, speaker of 5 languages and world-traveling performer. Producer of the children's bilingual book and cassette series CANTEMOS, Georgette has been performing for children exclusively for the past 13 years. Her abounding enthusiasm for 

her unusual artifacts and creatures, which she shares in her assemblies, she enlivens the stage 

with her "cuatro", a Venezuelan stringed instrument, and the Latin rhythms of her guitar, her contagious laughter and her exaggerated storytelling techniques. She is editor and translator of the children's book, We're Off...to the Galapagos, written by her son Michael.
Brenda C. Roberts is the author of Jazzy Miz Mozetta, a picture book soon to be published by Farrar, Straus & Giroux: There is still magic in the old song and dance; Miz Mozetta and her cast of friends cross generational barriers to prove it.  Winner in the Writer’s Day Picture Book Category of The Southern California Society of Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators, the book was praised for its “wonderful sensory descriptions and use of language.”  Roberts’ other works include Sticks and Stones, Bobbie Bones, a story about a bully problem, and how one ten-year-old handles it.  A freelance writer in the Los Angeles area, Roberts has a background in journalism, teaching and city government, having worked for several years as 

news deputy for Mayor Tom Bradley. The author of several published short stories, she received her master’s degree in English from the University of California at Santa Barbara.

Philip S. Hart has been writing and publishing articles since high school.  While listening to family stories as he was growing up in Denver, Hart became interested in early Black aviators.  He helped put together an exhibit titled Black Wings for the Smithsonian Institution’s National Air and Space Museum in 1982.  In 1987, a documentary film he and his wife Tanya produced entitled Flyers in Search of a Dream was broadcast on PBS.  Among those who saw this film was Reeve Lindbergh, youngest daughter of the famous aviator Charles Lindbergh, who contacted Hart and encouraged him to write these stories in the form of children’s books.
Hart’s first book, Flying Free: America’s First Black Aviators, was published in 1992 and met with rave reviews, with recognition by The National council for Social Studies and the Children’s Book Council Joint Committee as a Notable Children’s Trade Book.  He followed up in 1996 with Up in the Air: The Story of Bessie Coleman.  Hart has continued to develop stories from Flying Free in to a motion picture screenplay and has developed a movie treatment based on the story of Bessie Coleman.

Kadir Nelson began drawing at the age of three, displaying artistic acumen before he could write or spell. Upon graduating with honors at Pratt Institute in Brooklyn, Nelson began his professional career as an artist, publishing his work and receiving commissions from publishers, corporations and major production studios. 

Nelson’s works have been exhibited by galleries and museums throughout the country and abroad.  Many of his paintings can be found in the private collections of actors, professional athletes and musicians including Debbie Allen, Denzel Washington, and Will and Jada Smith.  His paintings have also decorated the sets of television sitcoms, "The Fresh Prince of Bel Air" and feature films such as "Friday,” and "Set it Off.” Most notably, Nelson was the conceptual artist for Steven Spielberg's feature film, "Amistad," and the Oscar nominated animated feature "Spirit: Stallion of the Cimarron."

Kadir has illustrated ten children's including Debbie Allen's Dancing in the Wings, Jerdine Nolen’s Coretta Scott King Honor Book, Thunder Rose and Will Smith's Just The Two of Us, for which Nelson won an NAACP Image Award. Currently, Nelson is planning a tribute book about the Negro Baseball Leagues which he is both authoring and illustrating.

 

P. Stephen Hardy and Sheila Jackson Hardy are modern day griots.  It is their mission to inspire children of all ages with the lessons and stories of history and culture.   Stephen is a poet, art historian, and fine artist, whose works has been displayed in galleries across the United States.  Sheila is a columnist and freelance writer.  Her column, Wake-Up Call was featured in the Barbados Sunday Sun for four years, and is currently slotted for syndication.  Her writing has also been featured in such publications as Essence, Panache, and The Cleveland Plain Dealer.

The California African American Museum’s program, “Ears are Burning, Children are Learning” is sponsored by Mervyn’s.

With community giving as a cornerstone of the company’s business since 1949, Mervyn’s focuses on improving the lives of children and families by giving back to educational programs in our communities.  Each time guests shop at Mervyn’s they help build stronger communities by directly supporting education and volunteerism programs.  Mervyn’s LLC, headquartered in the San Francisco Bay Area, is a family-friendly promotional neighborhood department store with 257 locations in 13 states. 

The mission of the California African American Museum is to research, collect, preserve and interpret for public enrichment, the history, art and culture of African Americans with emphasis on California and the western United States.  The museum is located at 600 State Drive in Exposition Park.  Admission is free.  Parking is $6.  For more information, please call 213/744-7432.  The California African American Museum is a State of California Museum, Arnold Schwarzenegger, Governor.  
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